Chapter 1
Th e General Framework of the Relationship Between State and Individual Responsibility for International Crimes
Clarifying Some Basic Concepts
Th e present work has the limited purpose of examining the relationship between aggravated state responsibility and individual criminal liability for international crimes. Th e use of the expression 'international crimes', referring to both state and individual responsibility, may need some preliminary clarifi cation.
First, international crimes is a very short and clear expression that will be employed here -for the sake of simplicity -to refer to those very serious breaches of customary international law rules entailing both state responsibility and individual criminal liability. In no way is this intended to suggest that, when referring to breaches entailing state responsibility, international law provides for a criminal regime of state responsibility. 517, paras. 48-9) . Th is aspect is examined in detail infra in Chapter 8.
